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1.0 PRESENT 
 

 Councillors: President Peter Clee 
   Vice-President Tom Dyer 
   Cr Graham Drake 
   Cr Michael Vaughan 
   Cr Neil White 
 
 Staff:  Chief Executive Officer, Renita Glencross 
   Office Manager, Pamela Wanrooy 

1.1 OPENING OF MEETING: -  

President Peter Clee declared the meeting open at 7.41pm and welcomes Councillors to the 
meeting.   

 The President advises that the meeting will be audio taped for minute taking purposes only 
as authorised by the Chief Executive Officer. 

1.2 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 

 Nil 
 
2.0 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
 Nil 

3.0  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

3.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Tuesday 18 February 2020 Council Meeting. 
 

Resolution No. 2020/035 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Tuesday 18 February 2020 be confirmed 
by Council as a true and correct record. 
Moved: Cr Neil White 
Seconded: Vice-President Tom Dyer 
Vote: AIF 

 
3.1.1 Matters arising from 18 February 2020 Minutes 
 
 Nil 
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4.0 GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

Lee Williams, Senior Director Legislation and Policy, Local Govt and Community 
Development Division for Department of Local Government Housing and Community 
Development (DLGHCD) was unable to attend the council meeting in person to make a 
presentation of changes to the Local Government Act 2019, due to the COVID19 travel 
restrictions. Hugh King was able to deliver the presentation by phone and respond to 
Councillors queries prior to start of the meeting. 

5.0 INWARDS AND OUTWARDS CORRESPONDENCE – February 2020 

Resolution No. 2020/036 
That Council receives and notes the Inwards and Outwards correspondence report for the 
month of February 2020 be accepted. 
Moved: Cr Graham Drake 
Seconded: Vice-President Tom Dyer 
Vote: AIF 
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6.0 COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 
6.1 President’s Report 
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In addition to the President’s report: 
 

• With regard to the matter of amalgamation, President Peter Clee to start a 
conversation with the Larrakia Development Corporation (LDC), Northern Land 
Council and Dundee stakeholders. 

 
• President Peter Clee was unable to meet with Grass Roots on 11 March, so this has 

been withdrawn from his report. 
 

Resolution No. 2020/036(a) 
That Council receives and notes President Peter Clee’s report for the month of February 
2020. 
Moved: President Peter Clee 
Seconded: Cr Neill White 
Vote: AIF 
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7.0 OFFICERS REPORTS 
 
7.1 Chief Executive Officer’s Report 
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7.2 Works Report 
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7.3 Sport & Recreation Report – February 2020 
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 In addition to the Sports and Recreation Report: 
 

Councillors have asked that the CEO provide support to the Sports & Recreation Officer to 
develop a more analytical and strategic report from the community engagement notes; 
providing the outcomes and suggesting activities that might be considered by the Council 
for Wagait Sports and Recreation program going forward.  

 
Resolution No. 2020/037 
That Council receives and accepts the Officers Reports for the month of February 2020 and 
notes the reports provided for Engagement meetings with Seniors and Youth. 
Moved: Cr Neil White 
Seconded: Cr Graham Drake 
Vote: AIF 

 
8.0 ACTION SHEET 
 
 In addition to the Action Sheet: 
 

• Tidy Town to be taken off the Action List 
• All actions/resolutions to be numbered  

  
Resolution No. 2020/038 
That Council receives and notes the Action Sheet for the month of February 2020. 
Moved: Vice-President Tom Dyer 
Seconded: Cr Neil White 
Vote: AIF 

 
9.0 FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Due to reconciliation issues during migration of new finance and accounting systems, the 
February reports are not available at the time of the meeting. The Financial reports for the 
month of February will be tabled at the April 2020 Council meeting.  

 
10.0 AGENDA ITEMS 
 
10.1 The November Audit Committee Report noted requests and recommendations to Council 

include: 
a) Review the dates for 2020 Audit Committee Meetings so that wherever 

feasible, Audit Committee Meetings are held prior to Council Meetings; and 
b) Invite the Anti-Corruption Commissioner to attend a Council Meeting. 

 
In line with the request from the Audit Committee Report, the table below provides 
alternative dates for Councils consideration. 

 
AC Meetings Current  WSC Meeting Current  AC Meetings Reviewed  
26 May 2020 19 May 2020 12 May 2020 
22 September 2020 15 September 2020 8 September 
30 November 2020 17 November 2020 10 November 
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Resolution No. 2020/039 
That Council requests the CEO to confirm the reviewed meeting dates with the Audit 
Committee. 
Moved: Cr Neil White 
Seconded:  Cr Graham Drake 
Vote:  AIF 

 
10.2 Long Term Financial Plan 
 

 The Long Term Financial Plan was added as an Action Item. Council is to hold a workshop 
with the Audit Committee and engage a consultant with financial expertise to guide 
Councillors through the process. 

 
10.3  Irrigation at Cloppenburg Park 
  
 The Financial Report on income and expenses for the Special Purpose Grant was tabled in 

the March 2020 Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

Resolution No. 2020/040 
That Council acquit the amount of $83,694.00 towards the Irrigation of Cloppenburg 
Park which includes the bore drilling, tank and associated pumps, electrical services, 
underground irrigation and installation of security fencing. 
Moved:  Cr Neil White 
Seconded:  Cr Graham Drake 
Vote:  AIF 

 
10.4  Australia Day 
 
 The Financial Report on income and expenses for the Australia Day Regional activities was  

tabled in the March 2020 Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

Resolution No. 2020/041 
That Council acquit the amount of $2,000.00 for the 2020 Australia Day Regional 
activities. 
Moved:   Cr Neil White 
Seconded:   Cr Graham Drake 
Vote:   AIF 

 
10.5 Review of Constitutional Arrangements 
 

 In preparing this report the Chief Executive Officer has consulted the Electoral 
Commissioner regarding current enrolment numbers.  As at 13 March 2020, there were 
296 electors on the electoral roll for Wagait Beach. The table below shows changes to 
enrolment numbers in Wagait Beach. The Electoral Commissioner has suggested this 
consistent decline might be interpreted as moderate in a small population, however the 
remote location of the community poses some barriers to accurate data collection at 
federal level which makes the information unreliable. The Electoral Commissioner has 



Minutes March 2020 Page 16 

suggested that a community ‘Enrol to Vote’ campaign might help to enable more accurate 
data. 
 

September 2019 November 2019 March 2020 
308 304 296 

 
Given this information, it is recommended Council proceed with completing the Reporting 
Table noting there has been no significant changes to the matters referred to in Section 
63(2) and 63(3).  

 
Resolution No. 2020/042 
That Council: 

a) resolves to proceed with completing the Reporting Table to satisfy its 
requirements under 23(2) of the Local Government Act 2008 noting no significant 
changes; and 

b) requests the CEO submit the completed Reporting Table to the relevant 
authority. 

Moved:   Cr Michael Vaughan 
Seconded:  Cr Graham Drake 
Vote:   AIF 

 
10.6 P15 Procedures for Council and Council Committee Meetings - Discussion 
   

Resolution No. 2020/043 
That Council receives and notes the policy P15 Procedures for Council and Council 
Committee Meetings. 
Moved:   President Peter Clee 
Seconded:   Cr Michael Vaughan 
Vote:   AIF 

 
10.7 P28 Media Policy – Protocols and Communication Strategy - Discussion  
 

Resolution No. 2020/044 
That Council receives and notes the policy P28 Media Policy Protocols and 
Communication Strategy 
Moved:   President Peter Clee 
Seconded:   Vice-President Tom Dyer 
Vote:   AIF 

 
10.8 P50 Fraud and Corruption Protection – Discussion 
  

Resolution No. 2020/045 
That Council receives and notes the policy P50 Fraud Protection and Corruption 
Protection. 
Moved:   Cr Michael Vaughan 
Seconded:   Vice-President Tom Dyer 
Vote:   AIF 
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10.9 Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD) 
 
 LGANT is calling for registrations from elected members to attend one of the two 

complimentary Governance Essentials for Local Government courses: 
• Alice Springs on Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th May 2020 
• Darwin on Thursday 14th and 15th May 2020. 

 
Due to the impact of COVID19, councillors have elected not to place nominations. 

 
10.10 Community Library – Resignation of Co-Founder and Volunteer 
 

Dave Barry was founder of the Wagait Community Library in 2008 and has resigned as he 
(in his own words) “is getting too old to do this anymore”. A formal thankyou from Council 
to Dave for his 12 years of service as the volunteer librarian is in order.  

  
Resolution No. 2020/046 
Council request CEO to draft a thankyou letter on behalf of Council to thank Dave Barry 
for his 12 years of service to the community as volunteer Librarian from 2008 to 2020. 
Moved:   President Peter Clee 
Seconded:  Cr Neil White 
Vote:  AIF 

 
10.11 Dog Management By-Law Implementation 
 

Resolution No. 2020/047 
Council request CEO to continue to develop a Dog Management Implementation 
Strategy taking Council guidance into consideration. 
Moved:   Cr Michael Vaughan 
Seconded:  Cr Graham Drake 
Vote:  AIF 

 
10.12 Water for Wildlife 
  

Resolution No. 2020/048 
That Council receive and note the “Water for Wildlife” scheme. 
Moved:  Cr Graham Drake 
Seconded:  Cr Neil White 
Vote:  AIF 

 
11.0 AGENDA ITEMS FOR RECEIVING AND NOTING 
 
 Nil 
 
12.0 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS – WITH OR WITHOUT NOTICE 
  
 Nil 
 
13.0 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC – WITH NOTICE 
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Nil 
 
14.0 PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS 
 

Nil 
 
15.0 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
15.1 ANZAC DAY – 25 April 2020 
  

Resolution No. 2020/049 
That Council cancel the Council public ceremony on ANZAC Day. 
Moved:  President Peter Clee 
Seconded:  Cr Graham Drake 
Vote:  Carried 4-1 

 
16.0 LATE ITEMS AND GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
16.1 COVID – 19 
 
 CEO has prepared a statement to the community of important information regarding the 

COVID-19 Coronavirus and how this will may impact on Council Service delivery.  
 
16.2 Culverts 
 
 Following the downpour we received last month, there are still some problem drains which 

are blocked and are need of cleaning up.   
 
17.0 IN-CAMERA ITEMS 
  

Resolution No. 2020/050 
That Council close the meeting to the general public in accordance with section 65(2) of 
the Local Government Act to enable Council to discuss in a Confidential Session an item 
described under Local Government (Administration) regulation 8; 
(b)  information about the personal circumstances of a residence or rate payer; 

(c) information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to: 

 (iv) prejudice the interests of the council or some other person; 

(e) information provided to the Council on condition it be kept confidential. 

Moved: President Peter Clee 
Seconded: Cr Neil White 
Vote: AIF 

 
 At 9.05 pm Council closed the meeting to the general public. 
 
17.1 HR Issue 
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CEO provided an update to Council of an ongoing staffing issue. 
 

17.2 CEO Outside Employment 
 

CEO requested Council to consider her request to continue ‘outside employment’ as an 
artist, where works are being sold in several galleries and gif-stores in Darwin. The work is 
done outside normal hours of employment and there is no conflict of interest, perceived or 
real, to declare.  

 
Resolution No. 2020/51 
That Council agreed for the CEO to continue this work outside the regular hours of 
employment with Council and move the meeting to the general public in accordance 
with Section 65(1) of the Local Government Act. 
Moved: President Peter Clee 
Seconded: Cr Graham Drake 
Vote: AIF 

 
 
 

Resolution No. 2020/52 
That Council re-open the meeting to the general public in accordance with Section 65(1) 
of the Local Government Act. 
Moved: President Peter Clee 
Seconded: Cr Neil White 
Vote: AIF 

 
 At 9:02 pm Council opened the meeting to the general public.  
 
 
18.0 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 The next Council Meeting is to be held on Tuesday 21 April 2020, via videoconference. 

A link will be provided for public participation on the Meeting agenda in due course.  

19.0 CLOSE OF MEETING 

 The Chair declared the meeting closed at 9:05 pm.   
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